[Identification of intramural aortic hematoma by transesophageal echocardiography].
The usefulness of transesophageal echocardiography in the diagnosis and assessment of patients with aortic dissection has been widely demonstrated. The aim of this study was to evaluate the role of this technique in the detection of intramural aortic hematoma and in the follow-up of these patients. The records of 51 patients with aortic dissection by transesophageal echocardiography diagnosed between May 1990 and May 1994 were reviewed. The diagnosis of intramural aortic hematoma was established in 6 patients by transesophageal echocardiography (11%). This diagnosis was confirmed either anatomically (3 patients) or with an additional diagnostic technique (computed tomography or magnetic resonance imaging) and on the basis of echocardiographic follow-up changes (3 patients). Intramural aortic hematoma represents an infrequent variant of aortic dissection that can be detected by transesophageal echocardiography and is usually unrecognized by aortography.